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Fujio Mizuoka, Hitotsubashi University. Email: fmizuoka@econgeog.misc.hit-u.ac.jp;
The resignation obliterated: The Japan Association of Economic Geographers and
Toshio Nohara, a prominent critical economic geographer

Toshio Nohara, born in 1930, a prominent Japanese critical economic geographer and
formerly a professor at a university in Nagoya, was once active in the Japan
Association of Economic Geographers (JAEG) with strong academic tie with Polish

economic geographers maintained. Along with his interest in the concepts of
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cooperative society, Nohara published in 1977 Japanese Capitalism and Regional
Economy from the publisher that also published the Complete Collected Works of Marx
and Engels in Japanese. Nohara also edited in 1975 jointly with another critical
economic geographer The Regional Structure of Post-War Japanese Capitalism, to
which Toshifumi Yada wrote the conceptual introduction. This book thereby served the
first major stepping stone for Yada, the Japanese economic geography guru, to
establish his faction within the economic geographers® circle in Japan. In spite of his
own research agenda to formulate location theory based on Marxist economics set in
this introduction, however, Yada soon made right turn as he attempted to establish his
faction by inviting more conventional economic geographers and as he joined councils
of the conservative national government. Right before Yada assumed the JAEG
presidency, its constitution was amended under the initiative of Yada‘s adherent to
strengthen his grip of the executive body. Right in time for the last meeting of the
executive committee under the more democratic constitution held on 3 June 2000,
Nohara gave the notice of resignation from the JAEG. This stigma was, however,
deleted on 31 March 2010 from ‘Economic Geography’ entry of the Japanese version of
Wikipedia by Harumichi Yamada, the host of the JAEG secretariat, with claim that no
‘sources’ given. One can hardly believe that the host of the JAEG secretariat was
unaware of the resignation of this prominent member, the fact clearly recorded in the
minute of the executive committee published in the official journal of the JAEG. This
action of the host nevertheless testifies that the conversion of an institution of critical
economic geography into that of neo-liberalism and conservatism is to the JAEG
administration the felt shame that deserves to be obliterated from the public for good.
Keywords: Japan Association of Economic Geographers, Toshio Nohara, Toshifumi

Yada, Marxism, economic geography
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